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E ein VIE 10. k 
| Say not thou, what 1s the Cauſe that 1 
the former Days were aus better than | 
| theſe, For thou doſt not enquire = 
WISELY concerning The... — 
HESE Words may urobably, 1 at — 
| firſt View, appear as an entire "ll 
Sentence of themſelves, with- : 
out any Dependance on the 1 
Context; but if we conſider the fore- 4 


[going Verſe, we may caſily gueſs whence 
they ariſe. They ſeem calculated to check 
the Diſorders of an inquiſitive angry = 
Ppirit; ſuch a Diſcontent as grows In- 4 
cterate, and ſowers into Malice, or, to 
bſe the Preachers Phraſe, ſuch an Anger 


Es reſts 1 in the Boſom of Fools. 
B " ee 


* 


Tus we may ga ther from ſome c 


the Old "Tranſlations, where the Words ” 
run thus, Neither ſay thau. As if there Fre 
Was a near relation between the angry to: 
Spirit there, and the Inquirer here © -,, 
 HowtveR, be the Connexion what it N de 
will, this Crime in the Text is ſufficiently digt 
obvious without any farther Illuſtration, W «; 
Words of this Nature, actuated and en. WM (ir 
liven'd by a repining Spirit, ſeldom ex W 
pire in Breath only, bur are commonly W 51 
che Prologue approaching Mitchiet, Dig 
Tre Words of the Text preſent us det; 


inde 
I nity 
flat! 


with theſe two Particulars : 


Firſt, HERE is a negative Precept, 


Say not thou. 8 
b: 
Secondiy, IHE Reafon or Ground on We he 
which this Precept is built, Tho# doſt to ſ. 
inquire WISEL1 Publ; 
„ 1 al os 3 being 
IN the Precept there is a Reſtrauit Proc 
given without any Diſpenſation or Indu- Wrothj 
gence. No Man living, in a private C. into: 
pacity, is permitted to wave this Inſun- T. 
&tion ; for though the Expreſſion be tin NPreac 
gular in a grammatical Senſe; 90 l Wins 
| | | | 00 9 


looks as if conhned to ſome one indi- 
| vidual Perſon; yet, in a Precept of 1a 
great Importance as this is, 'tis equivalent 


bd an univerſal Com. mand. For inſtance, 
t off thy Shoes from off thy Fez ſays 
t W the Almighty : Thele Words were 1mme- 


/ W ciateiy directed to Mos Es, but not alter 


n. an cxcluſive Manner, as if none but him- 


| Dictate of Natire; and that Man who 
| dctaces ſuch natur al Impreſſions, by any 
E indecent Behaviour, finks below the Dig- 


flat Brutality, 

Bur to return to the Precept before 
us: The ſubject Matter of which is not 
to be too inquiſitive after the Times, or 
to ſearch too nicely into the Cauſes of. 
publick Management. For Governments 
being ordered and regulated by Divine 
ait Nor! idence, Enquiries "of this Kind are 
du Wrothing leſs than a preſumptive Diving 
Cr into the Secrets of Heaven. 

nun The chief Motive that induced the 
cli. Preacher to preſs this Doctrine of brid- 
zl k = the Tongue, is founded on the Weak- 


[00K 1 | B 2 ncls 


n- elt were concerned | in the Reſtraint, For 
x W cutward Reverence upon ſome fignal 
if W Exhibition of the Divine Preſence is a 


| nity of his Species, and degencrates into 


— 22 
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nels and Folly of ſuch Inquiries ; Thou of? | 


not enquire Wiſely. This appears in ſeveral | 


Particulars: 


Firſt, As Men, be, in Cafes of this | 


Nature private Perſons are frequently 


apt to err in their Judgment, and miſtake | [ 


the true Caule. 


Secondly, T Is Behaviour is Folly i 


a political Senſe, as we are Subjects, it 
frequently tends to ſome publick Miſchief 


and often draws Diſciples after it. 


And Loſth, *Tis unwile in a myſtical } 
Senſe, as we are Chriſtians; it being a | 
Tranlgreſſion of that evangelical Precept 
which enjoyns us Submiſſion to the Iſſue: 
of Divine Providence, Not one of thee | 
. Particulars but comes within the Compal 
of the Text. To each of them therefore 


I ſhall fay ſomething. 


But Firſt, As to the Reſtraint laid up 
on the Tongue, Say not thou. Gop I 
endowed Man with Speech, not only t. 


expreſs his Thoughts, and comment up 
on them, but as a Character to diſtin 
guſh him from other Creatures, and 
ſometimes even from himſelſ. 


Thy; 


CT 3 


Ius when his Words deviate from A 

| W the Rules of Prudence, they diſtinguiſh | 
| him trom the wife Man, when from thoſe j 
gef Charity from the good Man; but if - 

s W they are of the fame Stamp with the 1 
Uanguage of the Text, roo inquiſitive af- 5 
e der the Caules of publick Misfortuncs, i 


© they then diſtinguiſh him from both; for j 


r nithin me, fays the Pfalmiſt; and 'tis 
455 1 true 


in W 45 chere is no great Mark of Charity, | 
i impatient Reflections on our Supe- 4 
ec, ours, to there cannot be much Prudence i 
E0-mem: hk 

cal "Tis Obſervable, that not only Saying 4 
%s here reſtrained; for in all negative a 
ept Frecepts, 'tis not the bare Act that is | 
ve: brbidden, but any Thing that can add ! 
nele MW an Aggravation to ſuch an Act. The A 
pals bent Commandment does not forbid þ 
tore MW Uncleanneſs only, but all Intemperance ; 
W 1d Exceſs, any Thing that inflames tlie 

WH {cart or gives an edge to our unruly 5 
up Deſires. ä 5 
has} THE Heart is the common Storehouſe 8 
ly 0 and Nurſery of all the Diſtempers of 5 
t ur the Mind. If the Lips breath any frer- ' 
ſto fu! Expreſſion, 'tis a ſhrewd Sign of ſome h 
aui irregular Warmth within. My Heart was 1 
1. 

; 


_— 


44 
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' 
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(6) 
true in Matters of Revenge, as well as 
Religion; an impatient Spirit will never 
be confined, within the narrow Bound; 
that contain the calm ſerene Temper, 

Wok ps are ſometimes compared to 
Wind, and the Proverb has made the 
Metaphor eſteemed juſt ; but they muſt 
not always blow where they liſt, and raiſc 
Storms to the Dilturbance and Confuſion 

of Civil Society. _ 
GOD and Nature have confin'd one 
within its proper Bounds, and 'tis the 
Buſineſs of Man to check and ſuppreſs 


the other. ?T15 therefore the Duty of MW 


fancy hie has Reaſon to complain) to 
mother his Fears and ſcalouſies in his 


own Breaſt, not only with Reſpect to 


the p:blick Miſchief that may follow, but 
with Regard to the private Guilt; tor 
that Whiſper which may be pardonable 
in private Converſation, may {well to a 
Crime of a large ſize, when publickly 
3%» ͤ 

Bur here we may obſerve, that Cau- 
tion ought to be had to Perſon as wel 
as to Place. Some Mens Opinions pals 


as Oracles, and ought therefore to be 


Judiciouſſe 


C7 

ſudiciouſly conſidered, before they are 
reported to the World. Wh.re there is the 
Word of a Ring, (lays Soto) there 
is Power : And inferiour Magiſtrates be- 
ingKepreſentatives of Majzſfy, their Words 


bear {ome Proportion with that Power 
from whence they come; they have a 


ſtrong Influence upon the meaner Sort 
of Men, and therefore, ſhould be ſtrict- 
ly examined, leaſt they make a falſe Im- 
preſſion. 5 85 : 
Bur; ſuppoſe there were no Authority, 
no Power, either Sacred or Civil, yet, 
the general Behaviour of the common 
People, the Humour and Diſpoſition of 
the Populace ſhould make Men cautious 
what they report. 5 
AN here we may take notice by the 


way, that *tis not only, Say not thou; 


that is reſtrained in the Text, but the 
Precept reaches {till farther, Say not thou 
what is the Cauſe. This is generally ſo 


Secret and Abſtruſe, as not to be diſco- 


ver'd, by the ſhallow Conjectures of each 


| particuluar ;2quiſitive Perſon, Many there 
ale, who love to ſtart the {ame Queſtion 
| the Diſciples did of Old, Whether did this 


Man fin or his Parents? They cannot fee 
; Any 
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Vengeance: Nay, ſometimes they ſcruple W 
not to confine the Judgments of G 


bound to do, as if Gov hal reſolver, i 
puniſh what he expreſly commands. | 


in him who ſo patiently ſuffer'd. 


ments, for tho? they reſemble one ano: | 
ther in their outward Shape and Dre!s: | 


that he deſires not ſo much to Puniſh as 


any Calamity or Misfortune, but they 
immediately Comment upon it, and point 
it out as an expreſs Character of Divine 


to real Virtues, to Things which we are | 


Bur ſuch Men would do well to con- 
ſider, that when the Almighty aMicted } 
Jos, 1n his Relations and Perion, he ar | 
the ſame Time pronounced him a Man 
not to be matched for Integrity and u- 
ſtice: If there was any Sin, it was in 
thoſe who were ſo free as to cenſure, no: 


ArrLICTIONs are not always Puniſ! | 


yet as to their Eſſentials in a moral Senſe 
there 1s a wide Difference. „ ffs It was 


not any Puniſhment from Heaven tiat WW £' 
ſent Lazarus to the Grave, but only : 
deſign to diſplay the Power of the Sou WM to 
of God, In ſhort, 'tis certain that Gov Wi ©" 
has ſuch a tender Regard to his Mercy, - 
Vi 


to Preſerve; And would Men” EA Ke 
: GS the! 


(9) 

their Thoughts in ſo pleaſing Inquiries, 
they might ſpend whole Years in ſearch- 
ing for the Cauſe, and never incur the 
F (Ce»/vre in the Text. 


SF WHAT is meant by the word Days 
in the Text, is not here to be conſtrued 
of Time, as Time; for they are in that 
F $coſe the ſame they were many Ages 
aso, they have ſtill the ſame Author, who 


| inthe Beginning pronounced them good : 


FF Bclides, that which meaſures the Life of 
Man, and Series of his Actions, is free 


| from any Blemiſh ; 'tis the Men and 


their Conduct which defame the Days, 


not any Imperfection in the Revolutions 
of the Heavens. And as the Days are 


liable to Scandal and Diſgrace, from the 
| Errors of Men; ſo are they capable of 


| being made famous from their virtuous 
| Carriage and Demeanour ; and (as the 


| P/almiſt obſerves) He that would fain ſee 


good Days, muſt ſeek Peace and enſue it. 


I ſhall not compare the preſent with 


former Ages, becauſe ſuch Compariſons 
are not always pleaſing; I ſhall only obſerve 
m general, that no civil Sanction was 
ever intended ſo far to reſtrain the Pulpit, 
as to leave no room for charitable Admo- 

5 nitions. 
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( 10 ) 
nitions. Let us therefore take a ſhort and 
ſerious View ot the happy Privileges of 
this Kingdom. 
Tur Law 1s the Birth-right of ever 
Engliſhman, an Inheritance entailed up. 
on him, which he cannot be deprived o 
but by Violence and Hoſtility. Certainly, MW 
it can be no {mall Blefling to have thi 
Birth. right, this Inheritance ſecured ; ty] 
have thoſe pure unipotred Sanctions pre. 
ſerved from ſuch Rapes, as are commol- 
ly committed by the Sword. Sure nf 
greater temporal Good can be beſtowed 
upon a People, than to have Juſtice (ty 
ſpeak in the Language of the Proph) 
run down like Waters, and Righteouſni\ 
like a mighty Stream, and theſe JiQribur | 
by Wiſdom and Impartiality. I ſhould nf 
interrupt theſe pleaſing Reflections, wi 
the leaſt Hint at the melancholy Dur 
ſions amongſt us, did ir not at the fan 
time give us an Opportunity of obe 
ving, with what an indifferent Eye ti 
Law looks upon all Men; not fo mui 
as a diſtintive Name is permitted in a 
Court of Juſtice, leaſt the Law ſhoul 
ſeem to countenance former Diſputes 0 
raiſe new Quarrels. 1 
. * Ty 


CTY 
Tais Law then may be ſaid to be a 
Ray of that eternal Reaſon and ſultice, 
| wich dwells in the moſt High; and as it 
| derives its Being from him, lo it may be 


ery Wl adorned with one or his Titles: "LIS 220 
up. M/ pecter of Perſons, but rend. rs to every 
| of WM l his due, Tribute to whom Tribute, 


* for to whom Cuſtom, Prince and Peo- 
pie both have their Preſervation from 


| hence ; or as St. Paur fays of Charity, 
pre. that tis the Bed of Pes foctneſs ; s; fo may 
101: be ſaid of the Law, tis the common 


For by this we live, move, and have our 


to commend the Dos. 
Bur there is ſomething ſtil behind 
of greater Moment. The ſolemn Service 


di and Worſbip of God, is a matter of high- 
(ay er Concern than that which preleryes 
bl: our Bodies and Eſtates; for by the Law 


we are United into one Body, by this into 
one Soul; by the one we are United to 
Men, by the other to Goo : In the firſt, 
we are aſſiſted by Perſons of the like Pal. . 
ons, and Infirmities with our o ourſelves; 
| C 2 in 


ol that unites us all into one Body, 
and gives a kind of political Exiſtence, 


Being, in a legal Senſe. And had we no 
other Bleſſing but this, it were enough 
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in the other, our Aſſiſtance is from Powers, 


not ſubject to any trail confuſed Diſtem- 


pers of the Fleſh, but of Divine Diſpo- | 


ſitions. Whilſt Men enjoy ſuch Priyi- 


leges as theſe, ſhall they quarrel with 


What Gop has beſtowed upon them, not MW 
only as their preſent, but as an earneſt of WM 
their future Happineſs ? _E 
I therefore there be any thing deſfire- MW 
able in a quiet and peaceable Life; if any W 


Thing good in the free Diſpenſation of | 


Juſtice; if any Advantage in the publick 
Service and Worſhip of Gop, which is | 
10 nearly allyed to the Life of Glory; | 


what cauſe can be found to vilify the | 
preſent Times when brought into Compe- 


tition with former Ages, I leave every | 


cool impartial Reaſonner to determine: 


That there are numbers of vicious Men 
in the World cannot be denied, ſuch as 


engage in rude and diſſolute Practices; W i 
but when was It; or will it be other- Þ 


wiſe, till it Thall pleaſe Gop to remove 


from us this Body of Sin. But whenever 
this Objection is raiſed againſt any Are, 


Men would do well to conſider, that 
there are Sins of the Spirit, as well as 


the 


(£3. 2 
the Fleſh, that a Man may burn with Ma- 


W 


| lice, as well as with Luſt. 5 
| Fox though carnal Sins expoſe us to 
greater Diſgrace, becauſe they are more 
| WF \ifble to the World, and are not capa- 
ble of any religious Shape; yet, ſpiritual 
Lins bear ſo near a relation to the Soul, 
chat they make us liable to more H- 
bocriſie and Deceit: He that ſpends his 
| Days in riot and exceſs, may waſte his 
| Subſtance, and deſtroy his Health; but 
| he that imploys bis Time in uncharitable 
| Cenſures, whoſe Lite is a Scene of Fac- 
| tion and Sedition, ftrikes immediately 
TB Bo = {Co 
| AND now! ſhall finiſh this Diſcourſe, 
W with ſome practical Conſiderations on the 
hat Part of the Text; For thou doeſt not 
| enquire Wiſely concerning this 
| The Polly of this inquiſitive Beha- 
s; WW viour (as I obſerved before) conliſts in 
E theſe three Particulars: Tis Unwiſe as 
we are Men, Subjects, and Chriſtians. 
| iſt, As we are Men: He that is faid to 
6 walk upon the Wings of the Wind, and 
borce his Paſſage through the Deep, leaves 
as 1 Impreſſions behind him. = 


Tü 


Spirit can interpret them; we may, nay, 


CHF 

THz Judgments of the Almighty 
are generally wrote in dark, obſcure 
Characters, nothing leſs than an inſpired 


muſt be acquainted with Go »'s Com- 
mands, but never are with his Deſigns; | 
For what Man is he that can know the Coun. | 
cil of Gor ? or who can think what the | 
Will of the Lo RD is? "Tis not for you, 
ſays cur Saviour to his Diſciples, to kzov WM 

times and Segſons; nor is it for us to en- 
quire into the Cauſes of the Conduct of 


this Word: CrxtsT gives a check to 
one, and SoLOMON to the other. 3 
SuryosE, its Sin, which always moves t 
Gop to draw the Sword of Juſtice, yet 
ris not in the Power of mortal Man to MF f 
diſtinguiſh what that Sin is. Sometimes MW v 
he ſtrikes for a publick Good. Hiſtory WM 1: 
informs us of the Primitive Martyrs led li 
to the Stake, not for any Imperfection WM fu 
of their own, (tho? Imperfect they were, MW 4 
had Gop been extream to mark what was MW br 
done amiis) bur for the Tryal of ther ag 
Faith, and the Manifeſtation of Go an 
Glory. Sometimes he ſtrikes for a pri- fa 


vate Good, as when he takes ſight from 
the Body, and enlightens the Soul. And th: 
= 1 5 ſomctimeſ chi 


CAPS 
ſometimes he does it, to diſplay his Pow- 
er and Dominion. 

THE whole World is nothing elſe but 
2 Donative from Heaven, or rather a 


WF continual Gift; and as Gop will not de- 


| veſt himſelf of his right of Beitowing, 
b neither does he confine himſelf to any 
limits or periods in Granting. He may 


W lupend his Bounty when he plealcs, with- 


| out any Reflection on the Crimes of Men. 
| The hurry of a raſhþ Temper may prompt 
| Men to judge in ſuch Cafes, but all their 
| Knowledge can never teach them how = 
| to determine. 4 ET 
AAN, There is no Wiſdom in 
| ſuch inquiries as we are Subjects: For, 
when once Men wholly dedicate them- 
| ſelves to enquire into the Cauſes of pub- 
lick Management; 'tis very much to be 
ſulpected that they ſhew little regard to 
Affairs at home; ?tis the ready way to 
break into Faction and Party: Ephraim 
againſt Manaſſes, Manaſſes againſt Ephraim, 
and both againſt Judah, till all are in- 
A . 
UNa ayey Experience tells this ſo plain, 
that it ſaves me any farther Addition on 
this Head : I ſhall therefore e 
. „ . tart 


© 19) 
that this ſtrict ſearching after Cauſes, men. 
tioned in the Text, may increale Mens 
Malice, but can never alleviate any f 
their Miſeries. Leftly then, 1 

THERE is no Wiſdom in this Practice WM 

as we are Chriſtians, except it be wiſe to 
quarrel with Divine Providence, idly ö 
thinking, that the Government of the Þ 
World wants to be reformed by us, Þ# 
A manifeſt Truth it is, that Men are ap: 
to play the Critick upon any publick Þ ; 
nge, and to judge all Sorts of 
Men, but thoſe whom Gop has com- 
manded them to judge, I mean them. 
ſelves, Tis nothing new to obſerve, 
that Men of the loweſt Rank and meaneſt W 
Education, ſuch as converſe with little 
elſe but that Earth from whence they 
ſpring, ſoar aloft in their Cenſures, and 
paſs deciſive Sentences upon thoſe Per. 
ſons whoſe Names, (according to thc 
Rules of common Decency) they ouglir 
never to mention, but wich Reſpect and 
Reverence. : 5 

IJ Eus if they are not fed with Mann: 
from Heaven, they preſently Commence 
a Quarrel againſt MosEs and Aaros 
If publick Credit ſeems to hog Or 
EE ET 


1170 
decay, there is ſoon diſcover'd ſome Im- 
poſition either Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, to 


of Þ lay the blame upon. 

ce ANb as long as Men are thus wedded 
to o their Intereſt, the Queſtion in the Text 
ily W will never be out of date. The moſt 


S :ucarnt of the Vulgar will be talking of 
us, W Cauſes, as it they were able to explain 
apt all the various Appearances of Providence 
ick W inthe World, 92 85 


om. WW Bor had Men ſo much Grace as to turn 
em- their Inquiries a little nearer home, there 
rve, ¶ 5 a certain piece of Heraldry in Religion, 
melt W would teach them the proper Parent of 
itte all their Sorrows : Every Man has ſome- 
they ching in his own Breaſt, that would cool 
and the Heat of his cenſorious Humour; for 
Per. Sin is not only inſeparably United to our 
) tlic W very Being, but there is alſo a crowd of 
dug W unculy Actions, its conſtant Attendants, 


t and Which fully determine the Queſtion before 

F us, and puts an end to this Controverſy. 
nend For Men therefore to forge Miſchiefs 
\ 4 and invent Cauſes, when the whole Stream 

Im 0! 


of Affairs might 5 in a peaceable Cha- 


decal nel, 


Reaſon or Religion. And now I have 


done with the Text, and the inquiſitive W < 
itt W | 


with their civil Imployments, and byas WM 


would they follow the apoſtolical Rule, 


natural Lives, but as a Preface to Futy 


Tor ſreſh Uneaſineſs, but reſign Ourſelig 
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nel, can never be reconciled either to 


I ſhall conclude the Whole with 2 
ſhort Reflection, | 


Wovrp Men incorporate Religion | 


the Affairs of this Life with ſome Con- 
ſiderations on that which is to come: 


Let all Things be done without Marmuriani 
and Diſputiug; or, to come a little clolet 
to the Text and the Times, had they but! 
ſo much Humility, as to think their Gn 
Dernours wiler than themſelves; or 0 
much Charity as not to ſuſpect tho 
wou'd impoſe on them any 'Thing, but 
what was good and honeſt; then mig! 
we look upon the Days, not as th 
rc in themſelves, the Meaſure of oll 


rity. 


Thus ſhould we give no Occaſion 


wholl 


(19) 


| wholly up to the Decrees and Sarctions 
of Go D and Man, Thus ſhould we 
eſtabliſh a ſecure Peace here, and gain at 
hit that Peace which this World cannot 
i give. | . 
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